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Context 

• The poverty rate in B.C. is among the worst in Canada.  

 

• Too many people are struggling to make ends meet, 

earn a living wage, or find and keep affordable housing.  

 

• Too many families are suffering without basic 

necessities, relying on food banks, going hungry or 

sending their children to school hungry. 

Page 2 



Key facts 

• B.C. has one of the highest poverty rate in the country, with 
678,000 British Columbians living in poverty in 2015 
according to the Market Basket Measure. 

 

• The Market Basket Measure recognizes that a minimum 
disposable income of $20,000 a year for singles and $40,000 
a year for a family of four is necessary to provide a basic 
standard of living. 

 

• 118,000 of B.C.’s poor are children in low-income families and 
about 64,000 are seniors. 

 

• Approximately 40% of those living in poverty are low-income, 
working adults. 
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The B.C. Government has taken steps 

• Increased assistance rates and earnings exemptions  

 

• Brought in a new transportation supplement for people 

receiving disability assistance 

 

• Made historic investments in affordable housing and 

childcare 
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Minister’s Advisory Forum on Poverty Reduction 

• The Minister's Advisory Forum on Poverty Reduction 

was appointed in October 2017 

 

• The 27 people bring a broad range of expertise to their 

roles, and will provide their insights and guidance to the 

minister as the Poverty Reduction Strategy is developed. 

 

• The forum members represent multiple sectors, including 

poverty advocates, people with lived experience, 

Indigenous people, academics and experts, along with 

representatives of the labour and business communities. 
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The Advisory Forum’s role 

• Identify causes of poverty and innovative approaches to 
poverty reduction; 

• Recommend priority actions and principles for the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy that governments and all sectors of 
society can collectively work on and support; 

• Discuss ideas for poverty reduction generated through the 
consultation and engagement process; 

• Offer expertise and advice on how best to implement the 
Poverty Reduction Strategy in the context of other 
government priorities; 

• Work within communities to encourage full participation in the 
Poverty Reduction Strategy; and 

• Provide advice on legislation, including targets and timelines. 
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Timeline 

• Engagement: public feedback will be collected between 

October 30, 2017 and March 31, 2018 at 4pm. 

 

• The ‘What We Heard’ Report will be released in June 

2018. 

 

• Legislation and the Strategy will be tabled and released 

in fall 2018. 
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Public Engagement 

• The B.C. Government is reaching out to people where 

they live and online to hear ideas about how to reduce 

poverty in communities and the province as a whole.  

 

• People can send their thoughts in various ways: online, 

in-person, e-mail, mail and phone. 

 

• https://engage.gov.bc.ca/bcpovertyreduction/  
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Chilliwack community meeting 

Date:   Thursday, Mar. 29, 2018 

Location:  Coast Hotel Chilliwack – 45920 First Avenue 

Time:   Doors open at 5:30 p.m. The community 

  meeting runs from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Notes:  A hot meal will be provided. 

 

The public community meetings are accessible. Supports 

are available to help people participate, including 

transportation, child care, disability and health supports, as 

well as secure storage for belongings.  
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Get involved 

• Sub title here 



Other ways to sumbit feedback 

Join the conversation online with # BCPovertyReduction  

 

By Email: BCPovertyReduction@gov.bc.ca 

 

By Mail:  

ATTN: BC Poverty Reduction 
PO BOX 9929 STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria, BC V8W 9R2 

 

By Phone: 

Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Vancouver     604-660-2421 
Elsewhere in B.C.  1-800-663-7867 
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Thank you. 
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