
Mental Health and Addiction: 
 
Today’s BC Liberals are committed to providing the best supports for people facing challenges 
associated with mental illness and problematic substance use, and has made it a priority to build a 
comprehensive system of these services throughout the province. Our government spends about $1.5 
billion per year in mental health and substance use services, including programs for children and youth.  
 
There was a time when those with mental health and substance use problems would be forced to suffer 
in silence because of the shame and stigma associated with these treatable disorders. While we’re 
making progress to prevent, treat and support people on their path to recovery, there is always more to 
do. 
 
This is one of the reasons we moved to secure a new, long-lasting funding agreement with the federal 
government that will invest new money into critical mental health supports across the country. 
 
Today’s BC Liberal’s will work with the federal government to begin flowing these additional 
investments as quickly as possible so British Columbians have easy and effective access to these 
programs and treatment options. 
 
We will build on these initiatives with the following actions dedicated to youth: 

• Confirm $165 million for youth mental health needs and substance abuse issues with the 
following investments: 

o $45 million to provide resources to allow for more mental health counselling and 
treatment for children. 

o $12 million to provide up to 28 highly specialized addiction treatment beds for youth. 
o $9 million for the expansion of youth service centres at up to five sites, each expected to 

reach 1,200-2,500 more clients annually. 
o Up to $5 million to support mental health services for post-secondary students. 
o $2 million annually for the BC Centre on Substance Use, largely for clinical research in 

support of evidence-based addiction treatments. 
o $10 million to reduce wait lists for substance use treatment services incremental to 

those provided by the Health Authorities. 
o $65 million over two years to acquire and renovate buildings to house some of our most 

vulnerable, including youth with mental health and substance use issues. 
 
We are also committed to funding an additional 250 mental health and problematic substance use beds 
by 2022. If re-elected, we will commit to working with the City of Chilliwack to ensure mental services 
are cohesive and comprehensive in our community. 
 
Housing: 
 
Affordable housing is more than a roof over your head, it’s the opportunity to buy a home, put down 
roots, and start building equity.  Our BC Liberal government is guided by 6 principles as we work to 
address housing affordability: 

• Ensuring the dream of home ownership remains within the reach of the middle class 

• Increasing housing supply 

• Smart transit expansion 

• Supporting first-time home buyers 



• Ensuring consumer protection 

• Increasing rental supply 
 
Since 2001, our government has committed to spending more than $6.3 billion to provide affordable 
housing for individuals, seniors and families.  More than 104,000 households benefit from a diverse 
range of provincial housing programs and services.  We have completed close to 24,000 new units of 
affordable housing.  And we provide financial assistance to more than 30,000 family and senior 
households renting in the private market. 
 
The key to improving affordability over the long term is creating new supply.  Our government is acting 
to help the market respond to increasing demand for homes.  We have committed an additional $855 
million over the last year to ensure more British Columbians have access to some 5.300 units of new, 
affordable housing. 
 
In 2015-16, the BC Liberal government invested more than $7 million to assist about 1,350 families, 
seniors and individuals in Chilliwack with their housing costs.   This includes spaces at Ruth and Naomi’s 
Mission, the Creek and the Village.  In February, we broke ground on the Urban Village, 80 units of 
housing for low-income families and youth at risk of homelessness.  Our government is contributing $11 
million to construct the project.  And last Fall, we announced that our government is giving Ruth and 
Naomi’s Mission an additional $6 million toward a new housing project to help those in our community 
who need it most. 
 
 
Opiate Addiction: 
 
2016 was a year of needless deaths from opioid overdoses, particularly with the rise of illicit fentanyl 

and carfentanil across Canada. Every one of these preventable deaths reminds us that no one is spare 

from the danger of these toxic drugs, or the suffering of addiction. Here in B.C., we have led the country 

in our response to this crisis with the following actions: 

 

• Invested $100 million to fund a comprehensive acute and long term strategy to combat the 
overdose crisis, spearheaded by our health and criminal justice Expert Joint Task Force 

• Established a first of its kind BC Centre on Substance Use, to provide world-class research and 
clinical guidance under the direction of leading addictions expert, Dr. Evan Wood. 

• Increased access and coverage for opioid substitute treatments like suboxone so addicts can 
safely transition off of illicit drugs 

• Met our 500-treatment bed commitment and provided an additional $10 million to give up to 
240 people residential and intensive out-patient recovery services 

• Distributed over 30,000 no charge Naloxone kits, a key antidote that immediately reverses an 
overdose 

• Worked with the federal government on a national approach to public safety and law 
enforcement, included the regulation of pill presses and enhanced border controls to intercept 
and block toxic drugs like fentanyl and carfentanil 

• Driving forward – Fully utilize the additional $10 million provided by the federal government to 
continue to prevent fentanyl and carfentanil deaths. 

 



Going forward, we will utilize the $10 million provided by the federal government to continue to prevent 
overdose deaths. We will also fund an additional 250 mental health and problematic substance use beds 
by 2022. 
 
Supervised consumption services are part of a comprehensive range of health services to address harms 
associated with substance use and have been proven to reduce harm by providing safe, clean and 
supervised environments for drug use in high-risk areas. 
 
These sites prevent overdose deaths and injuries, reduce the risk of HIV and hepatitis transmission, 
connect people to treatment and recovery resources and decrease the use of police, ambulance and 
emergency medical services. 
 
Vancouver’s Insite has never had a fatal overdose with more than three million injections, and there 
were no deaths at supervised consumption sites or drug overdose prevention sites in 2016.  
 
In response to the opioid overdose crisis, all Health Authorities in B.C. are actively working on 
applications for new supervised consumption services. 
 

Prevention: 

British Columbia is recognized as a Canadian leader in health and wellness, but we can and must do 
more. 
 
Chronic disease is the largest contributor to B.C.’s health care costs, and smoking and obesity are the 
highest preventable causes of death among British Columbians. We must continue to address these 
societal issues.  
 
Left unchecked, our younger generations are in danger of being the first to live shorter lives than their 
parents. And if our health care spending continues to grow at its current pace, it will increasingly crowd 
out spending in all other areas. 
 
It’s critically important that all of us make healthier choices – to live tobacco free, to eat well, to enjoy 
regular physical activities, and to do what we can to prevent chronic disease. 

 
Our government is committed to making the healthy choice the easier choice where we live, work, learn 
and play. For example: 

• Healthy Families BC helps improve the health and wellness of British Columbians by focusing 
programs on seven key areas:  healthy eating, physical activity, tobacco control, healthy 
early childhood development, promoting positive mental health, a culture of moderation for 
alcohol use and injury prevention.   

• As part of this commitment and our commitment to healthy families, we have invested 
$40.6 million in B.C.’s Smoking Cessation program, which offers smokers the choice of 
coverage for nicotine replacement therapies or, if eligible, prescription drugs.  

• We also have QuitNow Services to help those trying to quit through telephone, website and 
social media resources and supports.   

• Vapour products are now subject to the same regulation as tobacco products, to protect 
youth. 



• We are also encouraging British Columbians to make healthy eating choices with online 
tools like Sodium Sense and Shopping Sense, as well as through our Informed Dining 
program, which gives consumers the nutrition information of standard menu items at 
participating restaurants. 

• Our government funds additional programs to support healthy eating and healthy food 
environments, including: the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon program, the School Fruit 
and Vegetable Nutritional program, the Farm to School program and Food Skills for Families.   

 

Marijuana Legalization: 

Today’s BC Liberals are committed to introducing the consumption and sale of cannabis in British 
Columbia in a manner that is practical and safe for all British Columbians, with our number one priority 
remaining the health and safety of our children. We will work with health and public safety officials to 
ensure our three principles on cannabis legalization are respected:  

o Keep it out of the hands of minors  

o Keep the profits out of organized crime  

o Ensure quality control and appropriate labelling  
 
If re-elected, we will immediately form an expert panel, made up of health and public safety experts, to 
advise on the development and implementation of regulations that bring the cannabis industry out of 
the hands of criminals and under a strictly monitored and enforced regulatory framework.  For example, 
we will ask them to advise on how and where cannabis should be sold, restrictions in terms of proximity 
to schools, number of stores in a community, and safeguards for British Columbians who do not want to 
be exposed to second-hand smoke – especially children.  

When it comes to the appropriate age for cannabis use, before we make a final decision, we want to 
ensure the expert panel hears and considers the evidence with regard to potential health impacts.  
 
Revenues into government from the sale of cannabis will be targeted to prevention, researching health 
impacts, and educating our children about the dangers of all drug use. We will also target revenues to 
our guns and gangs strategy to mitigate drug trafficking and other criminal activity that disrupts our 
communities and harms our kids.  
 
Finally, supporting recovery from addiction is a value all British Columbians can share. We will also 
dedicate funding towards substance use treatment and other mental health supports.  

 
 


